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FOREWORD 

 Welcome to the Long Leys Neighbourhood Plan 2025ς2040. This plan has been prepared by and for the residents of the Long Leys area of Lincoln, through their 
designated Neighbourhood Forum - the Long Leys Residents Association (LLRA). It represents the culmination of several years of community effort - gathering 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ The outcome is presented here as a clear vision and set of 
planning policies that will help shape Long Leys into a greener, more connected, and thriving community over the next fifteen year. 
 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ Ƙƻǳǎƛƴg, and local facilities. Once made, 
ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΩ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴǎƘƛǊŜ [ƻŎŀl Plan, meaning that its policies must be taken into account when 
planning decisions are made. We believe this plan reflects local needs and priorities while conforming with national and local planning guidance. Above all, it is a 
plan by the community, for the community, to steer the ongoing development of Long Leys in sustainable and positive directions. 

 
On behalf of the Long Leys Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, we thank everyone who contributed their time, ideas, and feedback. 

 
Long Leys Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group ς December 2025.

 

 

 

1 òThe development plan is at the heart of the planning system with a requirement set in law that planning decisions must be taken in line with the development plan unless material 
considerations indicate otherwiseó.  UK Government Guidance on Plan-making - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making - Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 61-001-20190315 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This Neighbourhood Plan sets out a 
framework for future development in the 
neighbourhood area. It has been prepared in 
consultation with local residents, businesses, 
and other stakeholders, ensuring that it reflects 
the needs and aspirations of the community. 
The plan is designed to ensure that new 
development contributes positively to the local 
environment while preserving the area's 
unique character. It also provides policies that 
support the enhancement of infrastructure, 
transport networks, environmental 
sustainability, and the retention of valuable 
community assets. 
 
1.2 The Ψqualifying bodyΩ responsible for 
preparing this Neighbourhood Plan is Long Leys 
wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ CƻǊǳƳ 
(LLRANF). Preparation of the Plan has been led 
by a steering group comprising members of the 
local community. 
 
1.3 As shown on Map 1, the 

Neighbourhood Plan designated area (inside 

the red boundary line) is the whole of Long 

Leys- both the built-up area and the 

surrounding countryside.  Referred to as the 

ΨNeighbourhood AreaΩ, this was formally 

designated by the City of Lincoln Council (the 

Local Planning Authority) on 23 November 

2018. 

 
 

 

 

  

Map 1: Long Leys Neighbourhood Area 
(marked by red boundary line)  
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 
 

1.4 A Neighbourhood Plan is a community-
led planning document with legal weight. 
Neighbourhood plans were introduced by the 
Localism Act 2011 to give local communities 
greater influence over development in their 
area. Once approved by a local referendum and 
άƳŀŘŜέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀ 
neighbourhood plan becomes part of the 
statutory Development Plan, meaning it must 
be taken into account in deciding planning 
applications. 
 
1.5 While a neighbourhood plan can 
include a wide range of proposals, there are 
important limitations and requirements: 

¶ Land Use Focus: Neighbourhood plan 
policies can only relate to the development 
and use of land. They cannot directly 
govern non-planning issues like traffic 
enforcement, litter, or anti-social 
behaviour. However, such issues can be 
identified as Community Aspirations to 
guide future actions or partnerships. 
 

¶ General Conformity: The plan must be in 
general conformity with the strategic 
policies of the adopted Local Plan (here, 
the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan 2023) 
and have regard to national policy 
(particularly the National Planning Policy 

Framework, NPPF, most recently updated 
in December 2024). It should support and 
shape development that accords with 
those higher-level policies. For example, 
our plan cannot propose less development 
than the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan 
Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ƴƻǊ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ 
with other strategic policies set out in the 
Local Plan. 
 

¶ Sustainable Development: The plan must 
contribute to sustainable development, 
balancing environmental, social, and 
economic objectives. It should plan 
positively to support local development 
needs while protecting what is valued in 
the community. 
 

¶ Evidence and Community Support: The 
policies and proposals in this plan are 
based on evidence and have been shaped 
by community input at every stage. A 
neighbourhood plan cannot be adopted 
unless it gains majority support in a local 
referendum, so community backing is 
essential. The preparation of this plan has 
included resident questionnaires, public 
drop-in events, and consultation on draft 
ideas to ensure it reflects local views. 
 
 
 

1.6 In summary, the Long Leys 

Neighbourhood Plan is a powerful tool for 

residents to determine the future of our area. 

By setting planning policies tailored to Long 

Leys, we can ensure that the right types of 

development happen in the right places, 

guided by local priorities
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Preparing the Neighbourhood Plan

1.7 This Community Consultation Draft of 
the Long Leys Neighbourhood Plan is the result 
of work carried out over the past few years by 
a steering group made up of local residents. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group has 
sought to engage the wider community 
(residents and businesses) in the plan-making 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 
being informed and influenced by information, 
comments and suggestions gathered through a 
series of events and activities, which are 
outlined in Section 3, below. 
 
1.8 Having prepared this draft version of 
the Long Leys Neighbourhood Plan, based on 
their understanding of what the community 
needs and hopes for, LLRANF would now like to 
know what other members of the community 
think about the approach and policies being 
proposed. 
 
1.9 The regulations that govern the 
preparation and making of Neighbourhood 
Plans require a period of at least six weeks to 
be allowed at this community consultation 
stage (referred to more formally as the άtǊŜ-
{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ƻǊ άwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ мпέ ǎǘŀƎŜύ ŦƻǊ 
people to consider the draft plan and submit 
any comments they may have on its contents. 
Comments are invited from all residents, 

businesses and other organisations/groups in 
the Neighbourhood Area. Various authorities, 
agencies, and other organisations whose views 
on the Neighbourhood Plan are either legally 
required or are expected to be relevant are 
also being invited to comment at this stage. 
 
1.10 At the end of this community 
consultation period, all the comments that 
have been received will be considered and 
addressed by LLRANF. This may then lead to 
some amendments being made to the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan. A list of comments 
received, LLRANFΩǎ response to each comment, 
and any corresponding changes made to the 
draft plan, will be made available in a 
Consultation Statement.  
 
1.11 LLRANF will then finalise the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan, which will then be 
submitted to the City of Lincoln Council for 
formal consideration and, hopefully, approval. 
The City Council will carry out further 
consultation at this stage ς referred to as the 
άwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ мсέ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ - publishing the 
Neighbourhood Plan and seeking the views of 
the community and statutory consultees, once 
again for a period of six weeks. 
1.12 An Independent Examiner will then be 
appointed to review the Final Plan.  The 

Examiner will verify that the procedural 
requirements have been complied with, 
particularly in respect of consultation and 
consideration of the views of the community, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
neighbourhood plans have been met. The 
Examiner will issue a report to the Council and 
LLRANF, as the qualifying body, with a 
recommendation, either that the plan proceeds 
to the referendum stage as it is, or that further 
amendments are required.  
 
1.13 Once the Examiner has made 
recommendations for the Plan and these have 
been addressed, City of Lincoln Council will 
organise a referendum of residents of the 
designated Neighbourhood Area. This means 
that the community as a whole will decide 
whether the Neighbourhood Plan comes into 
force as part of the area Development Plan. If 
the Neighbourhood Plan is supported by a 
simple majority of the people voting (there is 
no quorum) the City Council will proceed to 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ άƳŀƪŜέ όŀŘƻǇǘύ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
policies, alongside those of the Central 
Lincolnshire Local Plan, will become primary 
considerations when planning applications are 
being decided. 
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2. ABOUT THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA AND OUR COMMUNITY 

The Neighbourhood Area 

2.1 The Long Leys Neighbourhood Area was 
formally designated on 23 November 2018 by 
the City of Lincoln Council as an area suitable for 
neighbourhood planning (with LLRANF as the 
qualifying body).  

Location and Context  

2.2 The Neighbourhood Area covers the Long 
Leys community within Lincoln, which lies to the 
northwest of the city centre. As shown on Map 1 
on Page 5, the area is bounded roughly by West 
Common/Saxilby Road, on the west; the 
boundary of the City of Lincoln, to the north; 
Burton Ridge, to the east; and Yarborough 
Road/West Common to the south. Long Leys 
Road and part of the A46 Lincoln Relief Road run 
through the neighbourhood area. 

2.3 Long Leys is situated on the edge of 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ ǎŜƳƛ-rural fringe 
character. To the immediate west is West 
Common, historic open common land used for 
recreation and grazing, which provides a green 
buffer separating Long Leys from the main built-
up part of the city. To the north is mostly 
farmland in the open countryside that separates 
Lincoln and the nearby village of Burton. The 
neighbourhood thus enjoys a mix of urban and 

rural surroundings ς residents can quickly reach 
the city centre (approximately 2 miles away) yet 
also experience open countryside views and 
green space on their doorstep. 

  

Map 2: Long Leys Neighbourhood Area ð Satellite Image 
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Long Leys Community - Demographics 

2.4 Below are some key demographic 
information and insights for Long Leys, using 
ONS data from the 2021 Census. The data 
has been adjusted to take account overlaps in 

ôoutputõ areas used for the Census (see Long 
Leys Demographics: https://long-
leys.org/pdf/np/Long-Leys-Demographics-
1.2-website.pdf ). 

Population and Households 
¶ Population: ~1,582 people 
¶ Households: ~635 
Long Leys is a small, relatively compact 
community by urban standards. 
 

Housing and Household Composition 
¶ 95.3% live in houses or bungalows (vs. 

80.3% in Lincoln) 
Indicates a low-density, suburban 
character. 

¶ Low social renting (1%) compared to 
Lincoln overall (21.1%). 

¶ High home ownership: 76% own (outright 
or with mortgage/shared) vs. ~51.4% in 
Lincoln. 

¶ Mostly single-family households - 69.5% 
(Lincoln figure is 57.1%), with fewer single-
person households (24.3%) than Lincoln as 
a whole (33.3%). 
 

 

 

Socio-Economic Profile 
¶ Low deprivation: 65.3% not deprived in 

any dimension (vs. 45.2% in Lincoln). 
¶ Highly qualified population: 46.9% with 

Level 4+ qualifications (vs. 26.4%). 
¶ High economic activity and employment, 

and more working from home (36.7%) 
than city as a whole (20.2%). 

 

Health, and Disability 
¶ Very good health reported by 49.6% 

(above city average of 43.8%)). 
¶ Slightly lower disability rates than city 

overall. 
 

Ethnicity and Diversity 
¶ Predominantly White British (94.4%) vs. 
92.2% for Lincoln. 
¶ 8.1% born outside UK (vs. 15.1%) ñ 
indicating less cultural diversity. 
 

Mobility and Transport 
¶ Very high car ownership: only 6.9% have no 
car (vs. 28.4%). 
¶ 35% of households have two cars (vs. 
21.3%). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2.5 In summary, the demographic information 
presents a profile of Long Leys as: 

¶ a stable, relatively affluent, and well-
educated community; 

¶ with a strong owner-occupier and single-
family dwelling pattern; 

¶ a lower-density, suburban neighbourhood 
with strong local identity; 

¶ less diverse and more self-contained than 
central urban areas. 

¶ the demographic profile includes a mix 
of families, older longtime residents, and 
younger professionals, reflecting the 
varied housing stock. 
 

2.6 There are also communal 
establishments in the area, including the 
Cloverleaf Care Home (72 bed care facility 
opened in 2019) and healthcare facilities at 
ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
health services).  

  

https://long-leys.org/pdf/np/Long-Leys-Demographics-1.2-website.pdf
https://long-leys.org/pdf/np/Long-Leys-Demographics-1.2-website.pdf
https://long-leys.org/pdf/np/Long-Leys-Demographics-1.2-website.pdf
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Historical Development  
 

2.7   Historically, Long Leys had sparse 
development. Early 20th-century maps 
(c.1900ς1930) show only a handful of 
buildings: farmsteads (Lowfields Farm, 
aŀǿŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳύΣ ŀ ōǊƛŎƪǿƻǊƪǎ όǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
Albion Brick Works), some cottages, and the 
former City Isolation HoǎǇƛǘŀƭ ό{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
Hospital, originally for infectious diseases).  
 
The area remained predominantly open 
through the mid-20th century, with the 
hospital and brickworks as notable uses.  
 
Major change came in the late 20th century: 
the brickworks closed and the Albion Works 
industrial estate gradually emerged on its 
site, and large-scale housing development 
took place, first the Albion Crescent and 
Albion Close area in ςthe 1960s and 70s, then 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлллǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
area and the area south of Long Leys Road 
(Oakleigh Drive area).  
 
By 2014, the Long Leys area had 
approximately 631 homes in total, a dramatic 
increase from roughly 150 homes in the late 
1980s. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Map 3: Long Leys in 1938.  
Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland 
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Current Land Uses and Features 

2.8     Long Leys today is largely residential in 
character, comprising several modern housing 
estates alongside a few older properties on 
Long Leys Road.  

2.9      In summary, Long Leys is a community 
on the fringe of Lincoln that has grown quickly 
in recent decades. It offers a pleasant 
environment with significant green assets and a 
strong community spirit, but it also faces 
challenges such as a lack of local facilities, 
underused industrial land, and transport 
connectivity issues. These factors set the stage 
for the planning policies and projects that this 
Neighbourhood Plan 

  

Map 4: Extract from the Long Leys Design Codes and Guidance, showing òthe 
neighbourhood areaõs key featuresó now. 
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2.10 Key features of Long Leys include: 

 

¶ Housing Areas: Predominantly (but not 
wholly) owner-occupied detached and semi-
detached houses. The housing stock skews 
towards larger detached homes compared 
to Lincoln as a whole, though the 
community has noted a need for more 
variety (smaller and affordable units). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

¶ Industrial/Employment Area (Albion 
Works): A long-established industrial estate 
along Long Leys Road (west side) on the 
former brickworks site. It once employed 
several hundred people but now has fewer 
than 100 jobs and includes large vacant 
plots and storage yards. Notable businesses 
have included a concrete plant and a waste 
transfer station. The community sees this 
area as underutilised and in need of 
investment or repurposing.  

 
 
 

 

 

¶ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΥ Part of the Lincolnshire 
Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, the 
hospital provides a range of mental health 
services, including inpatient care, crisis 
resolution, community services, and 
rehabilitation, along with specialist therapies 
and support for individuals with learning 
disabilities.  
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¶ Open Spaces: Long Leys benefits greatly 
from adjacent West Common, an 
expansive green common land that is a 
designated Local Nature Reserve. West 
Common provides walking paths 
(including the well-used direct link to the 
West End neighbourhood), natural 
habitat, and recreational space, all 
directly accessible from Long Leys. Within 
the neighbourhood, there are also 
informal greens, play areas, including 
²ƘƛǘǘƻƴΩǎ tŀǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊǘƻƴ wƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ 
the north, which is a wooded 
escarpment. The proximity of West 
Common and other natural areas is a 
defining attribute. 

 
 

 
 

¶ Community Facilities: At present, local 
facilities within Long Leys are very limited. 
There is no local shop (although there is a 
hairdresser) or school in the immediate area, 
and no dedicated community meeting place. 
Residents rely on nearby areas (e.g., the 
West End, Burton Road or uphill Lincoln) for 
shops, pubs, and primary schools. A mobile 
library service visits the area for an hour each 
month. Health services (GPs, pharmacies) are 
also outside the neighbourhood, requiring 
travel. This relative lack of amenities has 
driven community interest in securing a 
convenience store and perhaps a community 
centre locally.  
 

 

 

¶ Transport and Access: Long Leys Road is 
the single arterial road through the area, 
connecting to Yarborough Road (and 
Lincoln city centre beyond) to the east 
and to the A57/A46 junction to the west. 
There are no through-routes for 
motorists beyond the main road, 
contributing to a quiet residential 
environment but also meaning all traffic 
funnels out via Long Leys Road. The area 
is served by a limited bus route (with 
infrequent service). Pedestrian and cycle 
access to the city is possible via paths 
across West Common, but improvements 
are needed for safety and year-round 
use. The A46 Lincoln Relief Road provides 
good regional connectivity by car but also 
poses something of a barrier to non-
motorised movement to the north.
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3. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN PREPARING THIS PLAN 

Community Questionnaire 

3.1 A comprehensive questionnaire was 
delivered to all households in early 2024 to 
gather views on key topics: Travel and 
Transport, Local Facilities, and Possible 
Development Sites. The response was 
excellent ς 174 responses ς indicating strong 
community engagement. The survey asked 
both quantitative questions and open-ended 
questions. Responses regarding the main 
themes from the survey are summarised 
below. 

Transport 

3.2 Many residents desire better footpaths and 
cycle paths. The most frequent suggestions were 
to improve and extend walking routes (e.g., 
around West Common with all-weather surfacing) 
and to create dedicated cycle lanes, particularly 
along Long Leys Road. Concerns were raised about 
speeding traffic on Long Leys Road and 
inadequate bus frequency. Calls for more frequent 
buses, including evenings/weekends, were 
common. 

 
 

 

Facilities  

3.3   Residents expressed a strong desire 
for local amenities. The top request was 
for a convenience store ς to provide easy 
access to daily necessities and reduce the 
need to drive elsewhere. Other popular 
suggestions included local health services 
(GP, dentist, pharmacy), a café or pub as a 
social hub, and recreational facilities (e.g., 
a community garden, play area, or small 
gym). The lack of any shop or gathering 
place in Long Leys today was seen as a gap 
in community infrastructure. 

Development Sites  

3.4   The survey specifically sought 
opinions on four potential areas for future 
development, given that some 
landowners had expressed interest: 

1. Albion Works Industrial Area 
2. Land to the South of the A46  
3. Land to the North of the A46  
4. {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ {ƛǘŜ  

  

Map 5: Potential development sites  
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Á Albion Works Industrial Area. There was a clear 
majority in favour of redeveloping this brownfield 
site: 82.8% answered òYesó that Albion Works is 
a suitable site for redevelopment. Moreover, 
when asked what types of development would be 
preferred there, the most popular choice was a 
mix of housing and light commercial uses (41.7%), 
followed by purely light commercial (27.8%) or 
purely housing (23.6%), while virtually no one 
supported heavy industry. This indicates 
community support for a transformation of Albion 
Works into a mixed-use area providing both 
homes and jobs, rather than retaining it solely for 
industrial use. 
 

 

Á Land to the South of the A46 (a triangular 
greenfield parcel between the A46 bypass and 
the southern edge of Long Leys, recently acquired 
by a developer). Opinion was more divided on 
developing this site: about 58.6% in favour and 
41.4% against. Among supporters, the majority 
favoured predominantly housing development on 
this land, possibly with some light commercial (such 
as a shop) included. Those opposed cited concerns 
about loss of green space, potential flooding, and 
traffic impact. In open comments, residents 
stressed that if this site were developed, it should 
address infrastructure needs (like improved road 
access and drainage) and provide community 
benefit (e.g., a convenience store and green 
buffers). 

 
 

 

Á Land to the North of the A46 (another area of 
open fields north of the relief road). A majority of 
respondents did not favour development here 
(53.4% No vs 46.6% Yes). This indicates a 
community preference to keep the northern side 
of the A46 undeveloped, likely due to its role as 
open countryside and perhaps because it is prone 
to flooding (as several noted). Those who did 
support some development there leaned towards 
housing or mixed housing/light commercial, but 
overall, this site ranked lowest in community 
support. 

 
 

Á St. Georgeõs Hospital Site (the area containing 

the hospital and any remaining undeveloped land 
around it). Opinion was split roughly down the 
middle: 48.3% ôYesõ (could be suitable for 
redevelopment) vs 51.7% ôNoõ. Many residents 
recognised the value that the mental health 
services offered for people across Lincolnshire. If 
these services moved elsewhere and the hospital 
site were to be decommissioned in the future, then 
any redevelopment of the site should prioritise 
community uses, green space, or only very limited 
housing. There were also concerns about traffic on 
Long Leys Road worsening if major new 
development were added here. The message 
appears to be that any proposals for the St. 
Georgeõs site would be sensitive and should seek 
to retain healthcare or provide substantial 
community benefit. 

 
 
 

3.5 The survey results have been instrumental 
ƛƴ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ 
for redeveloping Albion Works and for securing a 
convenience store and community facilities has 
directly informed our land-use proposals. 
Conversely, the lack of support for developing 
greenfield land north of the A46 signals that the 
plan should protect that area (and indeed address 
concerns like flood risk and green space 
preservation there). All survey feedback, including 
hundreds of written comments, was carefully 
reviewed and is summarized in Appendix 1 of this 
plan. 
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Community Drop-in Events (Sept-Nov 
2024) 

3.6 Following the survey, the Steering Group 
organised a series of workshops and drop-in 
events from September - November 2024 for the 
community to discuss different topics arising from 
the survey. These included: travel; green space 
and habitats; community facilities. A further 
workshop provided initial concepts for the two 
main opportunity areas: (a) the Land South of A46 
concept put forward by Temple Garth (the 
developer), and (b) an Albion Works Masterplan 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !9/haΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ. At this event, 
residents could see maps and sketches and give 
feedback. It was clarified that these were not 
formal proposals but ideas to gauge community 
preferences. Notably, both concepts included 
potential sites for a convenience store.  

3.7 !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎΩ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
approach in this plan ς for example, ensuring that 
only one convenience store is likely (to avoid 
duplication) and that whichever site comes 
forward first should deliver it. The event confirmed 
broad support for regenerating Albion Works (with 
suggestions such as including green space and 
ensuring traffic from new uses is managed) and 
cautious openness to a mixed-use development on 
the south of A46 land, provided issues like flooding 
and access are addressed. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Some development options at 
drop-in event 

Image: Feedback wall from 
one of the Drop-in events 
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Ongoing Consultation 

3.8 Throughout the process, updates were 
posted on the Long Leys Community website and 
discussed at LLRA Annual General Meetings. Draft 
sections of the plan were shared for comment in 
early 2025. The feedback loop with residents has 
ensured this draft Neighbourhood Plan reflects 
local aspirations. 

3.9 Through engagement, the following key 
planning issues for Long Leys emerged: 

¶ Lack of Local Amenities: The absence of a 
shop or community space in Long Leys is a 
significant gap. Many residents feel this affects 
the sense of community and forces unnecessary 
car trips. Addressing this is a top priority. 

 
¶ Use of Brownfield Land: The underuse of 

Albion Works is seen both as a problem 
(unsightly vacant lots, HGVs and industrial 
noise) and an opportunity (land that could host 
housing or amenities without encroaching on 
greenfield sites). The community prefers 
directing development to this brownfield site 
over building on undeveloped green fields. 

 
¶ Traffic and Connectivity: Speeding and safety 

on Long Leys Road, lack of cycling 
infrastructure, and limited bus service were 
consistently raised. There is a desire for traffic 
calming and for making it easier to walk or 
bike to nearby centres (particularly via safe 
routes across or around West Common). 

 
¶ Green Space and Wildlife: Residents value the 

proximity to West Common and the Burton Cliff 
hillside, and want to ensure new development 
does not harm local wildlife (bats, birds, etc. 
are present in the areaõs green corridors). The 
idea of designating certain green areas as 
protected (Local Green Spaces) came up, as 
did tree planting and maintaining the ògreen 
lookó of the neighbourhood. 

 
 
¶ Flood Risk and Drainage: While much of Long 

Leys sits on higher ground, the land south and 
north of the A46 includes lower-lying areas 
where surface water can collect. The survey 
highlighted potential flooding as a concern for 
any expansion of housing or other 
development into those more flood-prone 
areas. Ensuring sustainable drainage in new 
development is thus important. 

 
¶ Preservation of Community Character: People 

value that Long Leys is relatively quiet, with a 
mix of open views and modern housing. There is 
a wish to avoid overly dense or out-of-character 
development that would urbanise the area too 
much or strain infrastructure (roads, sewers, etc.). 
Also, the community would like to see any 
development accompanied by improvements ð 
not just houses, but also the facilities and services 
to support them. 

 

3.10     These key issues directly inform the 
policies and projects that follow. The next 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 
and objectives into planning policies that 
will guide decisions on development in 
Long Leys. Each policy is followed by a 
justification explaining how it addresses 
the issues above and references relevant 
evidence (community support, higher-
level policies, etc.). After the policies, we 
outline additional Community Aspirations 
ς actions outside the scope of formal land-
use policy that the community and 
stakeholders will pursue to achieve our 
wider goals. 

3.11     By tackling these issues through 

both policies and community initiatives, 

the Long Leys Neighbourhood Plan aims to 

deliver the changes residents want to see 

while safeguarding what we cherish about 

our area. 
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Our Future 
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