
Project Brief – Lincoln Renewable Energy Solutions  

Project Summary  

To undertake a review of two community locations within the city of Lincoln and identify 
appropriate renewable energy solutions, working closely with local stakeholders, landlords and 
the community. 

To work with the Sincil Community Land Trust and Long Leys Residents Association to review 
and set up a Community Energy Company. 

 

Sites 

The map of Lincoln shows the two areas to be covered as part of the feasibility study as Long 
Leys and Sincil Bank. 

 

The City of Lincoln has established baseline information for the two areas as part of a citywide 
energy opportunities mapping exercise completed in 2023 to identify areas of high heat demand 
density, sources of low carbon heat and potential for power generation.   

The Long Leys area includes Burton Ridge, which covers around 34 Hectares of undevelopable 
land near residential, commercial, and industrial sites.  This site has potential for solar, ground 
source and hydropower renewable energy sources. Long Leys - the local community covers 635 



homes on the north-west outskirts of Lincoln (designated as the Long Leys Neighbourhood 
Forum area).  

 

Sincil Bank - Located in the heart of Lincoln City Centre, Sincil Bank’s local community consists 
of around 2,500 households and over 6,000 residents.  The area consists of high-density city 
centre with a mix of residential, commercial buildings as well as a football stadium, all providing 
potential for rooftop solar and some space for ground source heat pumps. 

Project partners 

Sincil Community Land Trust is registered with the Financial Services Authority under the Co-
operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 since March 2019.  Set up to “further the 
social, economic and environmental interests of the community” by helping regenerate areas of 
social and economic deprivation.   

Long Leys residents Association was set up to help build wider community engagement in the 
Long Leys area of Lincoln and harness the enthusiasm and skills of all Long Leys residents to 
more actively shape our area; helping us together to build the local community we want over the 
coming years. 

Long Leys Community – A website for residents of the Long Leys area of Lincoln (long-leys.org) 

City of Lincoln Council is the local planning authority and land owner for open space sites in 
Long Leys and social housing sites in Sincil Bank.  The Council have worked closely with both 
groups over a number of years on regeneration projects, land transfer agreements and energy 
efficiency programmes.  The council will continue to work closely with the groups to help 
identify community energy solutions.   

Project Specification 

Lincoln aims to create a community-shared energy scheme, removing barriers to RES unlocking 
public spaces to community energy development. Utilising council-contributed land and 
community spaces to facilitate new investment opportunities in community energy. The 
requirement is to identify suitable renewable energy solutions with an outcome that would 
enable at least 50% community owned energy assets. 

This project will be a phased approach:- 

1 Review and understanding the local context  

1.1 Review of local renewable energy policies and projects 

1.2 Working with the project partners to design & deliver stakeholder consultations in both 
areas. 

1.3 Review Community Energy case studies and best practices. 

2 Defining the CEC 

2.1 Define potential Lincoln CEC structures and required incentives to enable the local 
community to invest in a renewable energy scheme in each location. 

2.2 Define appropriate governance, legal and financial arrangements for Lincoln CEC. 

2.3 Support the community to set up the Lincoln CEC. 

https://long-leys.org/


3. Mapping and identifying sites for renewable energy solutions  

3.1 Local renewable energy solution audit (with report) 

3.2 Prepare GIS data on both sites. 

3.3 Final workshop with council, planners land trust and residents’ groups. 

Project Timescale 

Subject to a securing funding in June 2024 the supplier is expected to be appointed by mid-July 
and completed by the end of September 2024. 

 

Project Partners Contact Details 

Steve Kemp, Chair -Sincil Community Land Trust steve@thinkopenplan.com 

Jon Davies, Secretary -Long Leys Residents Association jon.davies@long-leys.org 

Kate Bell, Climate Change Manager -City of Lincoln Council  kate.bell@lincoln.gov.uk   
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