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Overall 
The transport strategy should enhance rather than destroy Lincoln’s heritage and place emphasis on 

encouraging walking and cycling for short journeys around the city. Many areas of the city were built 

before car ownership became widespread and this has led to many streets in the city acting as 

glorified car parks with little space available for other uses, such as cycling lanes. Greater use of 

buses (ideally zero pollution options such as electric or fuel cell powered) and better train options 

for long distance journeys is also essential.  

Pedestrians and Cyclists:  

A step change is needed in accommodating pedestrians and cycling in Lincoln. Improving pedestrian 

and cycling capabilities would be relatively low cost and quicker to implement than big road 

schemes. General principles would be: 

• Making walking/cycling the easiest and pleasantest method of travelling. 

• Greater separation of cars and cyclists/pedestrians 

• Bigger central refuge islands that can accommodate disabled buggies/push chairs/cycles  

• Greater urgency on improving footpaths into city so they are suitable for commuter journeys 

to work as well as leisure (i.e. that could be used in wet winter weather without walking 

boots) 

• Adding or adopting new paths into the city and for leisure uses 

• Ensuring that any reduction in the volume of traffic that results from switching vehicles to 

the eastern bypass is also used to benefit pedestrians and cyclists; with more frequent 

opportunities to cross busy roads (such as the West Parade/Avenue junction) rather than 

simply rewarding car drivers with quicker journey times and more places for on street 

parking.  

 

Within Carholme these could include: 

• Widening the refuge island at main entrance to West Common on Long Leys Road (see Fig 1) 

• Upgrading existing footpaths and adopting others within Long Leys (see Fig 1) to allow 

children to walk along car free routes to school. 

• Considering designation of Long Leys Road as for vehicles of a maximum of 7.5 tonnes in 

weight (except for access to local businesses).  

• Providing safe and secure storage bike boxes in key locations (such as West Parade) as an 

additional alternative to the residents parking scheme (see Fig 2). 

• Adding a 100m “cantilevered” section of cycle path over the canal to allow a direct route on 

Foss Bank where cycling is currently prohibited (from the junction with Harvey Street to the 

junction with Homes Road). This avoids the need to divert Foss Bank cyclists onto the busy 

Carholme Road. 

• A joined up city wide plan on cycling and potential encouragement of considerate cycling on 

suitable pavements – under 10mph and giving way to pedestrians, alerting with bell where 

required. Alternatively, finding other locations/solutions for residents parking may release 

road space on roads such as West Parade for a dedicated cycle lane.  
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Figure 1: Long Leys area of Lincoln – footpaths and pedestrian refuge island 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Secure storage bike boxes 
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Figure 3: Cantilever cycle path over Fossdyke to keep cycle traffic off Carholme Road  

(Harvey Street to Holmes Road path) 
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Park & Ride 
Bringing regular commuters into a historic cathedral city like Lincoln by car for the next 20 years is 

nothing short of ridiculous.  A well-designed Park & Ride system on the outskirts of Lincoln would 

appeal to day tourists and commuters from nearby villages wishing to avoid expensive parking 

charges in the city. The Park & Ride could offer the traveller the option of continuing their journey to 

the city centre either by bus, or by cycle/e-bike on a dedicated cycle route. This would reduce both 

congestion and pollution within Lincoln and offer a fitness option for busy commuters; an assumed 2 

mile cycle along a secure route may result in quicker journey time than waiting 10-15 minutes for 

the next park and ride bus.    

Buses 
The current bus service through Long Leys offers little benefit to commuters (to the city or to St 

George’s hospital) or night time visitors to the city centre. Whilst providing a lifeline for non car 

drivers, the tortuous route means that it is quicker and more convenient to go by car. The level of 

bus fares means that two adults (non-concessionary) would be better off driving and paying the car 

park fees. It is hard to see this situation improving in Long Leys without a radical change in approach 

in terms of timetable and fares; Long Leys Residents Association recognises that the area may not 

have the population to sustain a comprehensive bus service.  

Rail 
Carholme residents have access to Lincoln station. A more frequent rail service to key locations 

would give long distance travellers an alternative to using cars. 

Canals & Boating  
The Fossdyke Navigation is an asset which could be used for tourist boats to Burton Waters which 

could help boost the economy of this satellite development. The use of electric boats would make 

the Brayford environment more pleasant. 

 


